
Introduction 11
Dr. Cottrell outlines his background in studying and teaching “The
Doctrine of Grace,” and explains the need for a middle-ground view of
salvation and justification between the traditional Restoration Movement
position of salvation and the Evangelical view of “faith-only” justification.

Part 1 — Exploring the Concept of Grace
1 “Where’s the Assurance?” 23

A look at the fact that so many people, even Christians, don’t seem to
know whether they will go to heaven or not and the reasons behind this.

2 The God of Grace 31
A discussion of God’s holiness and His love and how these two attributes
affect our relationship with Him. These two attributes of God’s character
place grace in the position of being the source of our salvation

3 “Not under Law but under Grace” 45
An explanation of the difference between The Law System and The Grace
System as a way to enter heaven.

4 Grace as a Double Cure 67
Explores the idea that when we accept Christ’s gift on our behalf, grace
becomes the content of our salvation. Sin puts a double curse on us, and
grace effects a double cure of those curses.

5 Is “Extra Merit” Possible? 81
Discusses the philosophy behind “extra merit” and why there is no room
for this idea in the grace system.

6 Alternatives to Grace 89
Looks at the approach of other religions to the issue of works and grace.
Affirms that no other religion offers a true salvation by grace alone.

Part 2 — Explaining Grace in Terms of Romans 1–8
7 Grace Themes in Romans 1:1-17 119

Explains the meaning of the phrase “obedience of faith” in Romans 1:5
and 16:26 and that Paul is not talking about good works or “things we
do” when he uses this term. Illuminates the full meaning of the phrase
“righteousness of God” in Romans 1:17. 9
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8 Why the Law System Cannot Save 143
An in-depth look at the futility of trying to achieve our own salvation by
being “good enough,” and why the situation for the Jews was no better
than that of the Gentiles.

9 The Scope of Grace 161
An attempt to define grace in terms of exactly what acts of God should
and should not be covered when we use this word.

10 The Heart of Grace: Justification 173
What do we mean when we use the word “justification,” and how does it
differ from sanctification? Describing why justification should be applied in
legal terms.

11 The Ordo Salutis: The “Order of Salvation” 195
A look at four different views of when salvation occurs, what “steps” are a
necessary part of the process, and how each step fits into the progression.

12 Faith and Works 221
An examination of five attempts to explain the relationship between faith
and works.

13 Baptism and Grace 245
An in-depth look at what the Bible says about baptism in relation to salva-
tion, and how the examples in Scripture can be taken together to show
that baptism is not a “work” and is not a contradiction of grace.

14 Paul and James: Justification and Works 273
A look at various ways of trying to reconcile what Paul says about works
and what James says about works. Paul is telling us works can’t justify us,
but James is supporting the necessity of works as a standard for judging
our rewards on Judgment Day.

15 Assurance of Salvation 295
Where does the doctrine of “Once Saved, Always Saved” come from?
How can we know without doubt that we will end up in heaven when this
life ends?

16 Original Sin, or Original Grace? 317
Into what state are we born, and how does that affect our worldview?
What is the real meaning of Christ’s life of obedience in comparison to
Adam’s sin? Exactly what is Paul trying to say about Adam vs. Christ in
Romans 5:12-21?

17 The Other Side of Grace: Regeneration 333
Regeneration is the first step in the second half of the double cure. What
exactly is the new beginning we’ve been given, when do we receive it,
how does it happen, and what is the result?

18 The Goal of the Gospel: Sanctification 349
The final explanation of how works fit into the scheme of grace and salva-
tion. We are save for good works, not by good works. Why do we need
sanctification once we’ve been regenerated? Where does the power come
from? Are we free to do as we please?

What Other Authors Say 375
Scripture Index 387
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