FOREWORD

This commentary has been produced through a full sched-
ule of college and seminary teaching and church-based min-
istry. In the current climate of biblical studies, that schedule
has necessitated some compromises. Journal articles, scholar-
ly monographs and commentaries are today so numerous that
the person who wants to keep current in the study of a bibli-
cal book must have the leisure to devote almost full time to
the task. Therefore, I have not been able to consider all the
issues as thoroughly as I might have liked. For most readers,
however, this is probably a relief. I have tried to discuss only
those matters which significantly affect our understanding of
the text and have sufficient supporting evidence to warrant a
hearing. So to those who find that an issue has been ignored,
too briefly summarized, or too fully discussed, I offer my
apologies. It is my hope that the setting in which I have writ-
ten the book, having taught and preached on it in churches
and a church-based college and seminary, will ensure a
greater degree of relevance than might be found in some
scholarly works and a greater degree of accuracy than in
some popular ones.

Thanks for assistance with this project go to several peo-
ple. I am grateful to the publishers and editors of the series
for their invaluable help in bringing this work to publication.
To my former professor and present colleague Dr. Jack
Cottrell, who first offered the invitation, and to Mr. John
Hunter of College Press, who graciously worked with me for
its completion, I give special thanks. Another former profes-
sor and present colleague, Mr. Tom Friskney, first stimulated
my study of the Thessalonian letters. His influence is felt on
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every page, but he should not be blamed for my mistakes. In
particular I thank my family — my wife, Tammie, and our chil-
dren, Cale and Allison — for their patience with me as I spent
too many evenings, weekends and vacation times working on
this project.

My parents, Chet and Millie Weatherly, more than anyone
have provided the example for me of the integrity, love, disci-
pline, hard work, generosity, endurance and expectancy
which these letters teach. I dedicate this book to them with
heartfelt gratitude.



