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OUTLINE OF PSALMS 1–72

BOOK ONE
PSALMS 1–41

PART ONE: THE BELIEVER’S LIFE — PSALMS 1–15

I. INTRODUCTORY PSALMS — 1:1–2:12
A. Wisdom and Folly — 1:1-6
B. Hopelessness or Happiness — 2:2-12

II. LIVING CONFIDENTLY — 3:1–7:17
A. Troubled but Unafraid — 3:1-8
B. Confidence at Evening — 4:1-8
C. An Appeal to a Righteous Lord — 5:1-12
D. A Cry for Mercy under Judgment — 6:1-10
E. An Innocent Man’s Appeal to the Righteous Judge — 7:1-17

III. LIVING EXPECTANTLY — 8:1–10:18
A. The Glory of God and the Dignity of Man — 8:1-9
B. An Appeal to God for Deliverance — 9:1–10:18

IV. LIVING VICTORIOUSLY — 11:1–15:5
A. In God We Trust — 11:1-7
B. Wicked Words and the Word of God — 12:1-8
C. From Despair to Hope — 13:1-6
D. As a Man Thinks, So Is He — 14:1-7
E. Togetherness with God — 15:1-5

PART TWO: THE BELIEVER’S SALVATION — PSALMS 16–29

I. THE GOD OF LIFE — 16:1-11
A. Joy in the Lord — 16:1-11

II. THE GOD OF DELIVERANCE — 17:1–18:50
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A. A Plea for Deliverance — 17:1-15
B. Thanksgiving for Deliverance — 18:1-50

III. THE GOD OF REVELATION — 19:1-14
A. God’s Glory — In His Works and in His Word — 19:1-14

IV. THE GOD OF BATTLE — 20:1–21:13
A. Confidence in Prayer — 20:1-9
B. A Song of Praise for Royal Blessing — 21:1-13

V. GOD AS SAVIOR, SHEPHERD, AND SOVEREIGN — 
22:1–24:10
A. From Despair to Jubilation — 22:1-31
B. Yahweh’s Gracious Care — 23:1-6
C. The King of Glory — 24:1-10

VI. DRAWING NEAR TO GOD — 25:1–29:11
A. The Prayer of a Trusting Soul — 25:1-22
B. Vindicate Me, O Lord — 26:1-12
C. Trust and Prayer in the Time of Trouble — 27:1-14
D. Prayer and Praise — 28:1-9
E. The Lord’s Glory, His Power, His Peace: God and 

the Storm — 29:1-11

PART THREE: THE EXPERIENCES
OF THE REDEEMED — PSALMS 30–41

I. EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO GOD — 30:1–34:12
A. Thanks to a Merciful God — 30:1-12
B. The Confident Prayer of a Distressed Soul — 31:1-24
C. Sin, Forgiveness, and Joy — 32:1-11
D. A Joyous Call to Praise God — 33:1-22
E. Taste and See That the Lord Is Good — 34:1-22

II. DEALING WITH PROBLEMS — 35:1–39:13
A. A Threefold Prayer for Deliverance — 35:1-28
B. Evil Unbounded and Infinite Good — 36:1-12
C. The Validity of a Devoted Life — 37:1-40
D. Prayer for God’s Mercy — 38:1-22
E. Trust When Hope Is Gone — 39:1-13

III. CONCLUSION — 40:1–41:13
A. Good News of Deliverance — 40:1-17
B. The Prayer of One Who Is Sick — 41:1-13
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BOOK TWO
PSALMS 42–72

PART ONE: DELIVERANCE
FOR THE ESTRANGED — PSALMS 42–51

I. INTRODUCTION — 42:1–43:5
A. Longing for God — 42:1–43:5

II. THE REVELATION OF GOD’S POWER — 44:1–45:17
A. Perplexed, Smitten, Still Praying — 44:1-26
B. The Marriage of the King — 45:1-17

III. THE PRAISE FOR THE REDEEMER — 46:1–48:14
A. God as Help and Refuge — 46:1-11
B. God as Benefactor and Sovereign Lord — 47:1-9
C. Praise God and Rejoice in Zion, His Holy City — 48:1-14

IV. THE REDEMPTION OF GOD’S PEOPLE — 49:1–51:19
A. More Precious Than Riches — 49:1-20
B. God Judges His People — 50:1-23
C. A Sinner’s Plea for Forgiveness, Cleansing, and 

Renewal — 51:1-19

PART TWO: THE FAITHFUL AND THE FAITHLESS — 
PSALMS 52–60

I. THE FAITHLESS EXPOSED — 52:1–53:6
A. The Folly of Wickedness — 52:1-9
B. As a Man Thinks, So Is He — 53:1-6

II. THE FAITHFUL ENCOURAGED — 54:1–56:13
A. A Cry for Help — 54:1-7
B. Distressed but Not in Despair — 55:1-23
C. The Conquest of Fear — 56:1-13

III. THE FAITHFUL ENCOMPASSED — 57:1–60:12
A. Prayer and Praise in a Den of Lions — 57:1-11
B. A Cry to God against Corrupt Leaders — 58:1-11
C. “Deliver Me from My Enemies, O My God!” — 59:1-17
D. The Lament of a People Rejected of God and Defeated —

60:1-12
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PART THREE: DAVID AND THE GREAT KING — 
PSALMS 61–72

I. THE KING’S NEED — 61:1–64:10
A. Earnest Prayer, Confident Expectation — 61:1-8
B. God My Sure and Certain Hope — 62:1-12
C. A Soul’s Thirst for God — 63:1-11
D. A Soul Relies on God — 64:1-10

II. THE KING’S RETURN — 65:1–66:20
A. Praise Be to God — 65:1-13
B. This Is My God — 66:1-20

III. THE KING’S KING — 67:1–69:36
A. May the Peoples Praise You — 67:1-7
B. The Awesome God — 68:1-35
C. The Prayer of One Suffering in God’s Cause — 69:1-36

IV. THE KING’S PLAN — 70:1–72:20
A. Make Haste, O God, to Help — 70:1-5
B. The Prayer of an Aged Saint — 71:1-24
C. A Prayer for a King — 72:1-20
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