
FOREWORD

“Many have undertaken” to write commentaries on the Gospel
of Luke, and a large number of these are very good. “It seemed
good also to me” to attempt to place in the hands of a popular
audience the best of recent scholarship in an easily readable form.
My prayer will have been answered if those without specialized
training are able to come to a deeper understanding of Luke’s
message as a result of these efforts.

My debt to those who have written before me will be demon-
strated throughout the commentary. I am equally indebted to many
who have spent hours reading and making suggestions which have
vastly improved my work. To my student assistant, Meg Grandstaff;
to my mother, Peggy Black; and to my colleagues, Terry Briley,
Brandon Fredenburg, and Gary Holloway, I can only say, “Thank
you” and “I owe you one.” I must also thank Lipscomb University
for the Faculty Summer Grant which gave me the summer of 1996
to work on the book. 

My greatest gratitude goes to Margo, Sara, Jessica, and Allison,
who have tolerated too many hours taken away from them. They
fill all my days with joy, and I must ask with Elizabeth (Luke 1:43),
“Why am I so favored” to be their husband and father?
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