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JUDGES
OUTLINE

THE FIRST PROLOGUE — 1:1-2:5
A. Mixed Success for the Tribes — 1:1-36
1. Israelites Defeat Adoni-Bezek — 1:1-7
2. Othniel Captures Jerusalem — 1:8-15
3. Judah’s Territory — 1:16-21
4. The Capture of Bethel — 1:22-26
5. Israel’s Incomplete Conquest — 1:27-36
B. Visit from the Angel of the Lorp — 2:1-5

THE SECOND PROLOGUE — 2:6-3:6

A. The Death of Joshua — 2:6-9

B. The Cycle of Judges Described — 2:10-19
C. The Testing of Israel Explained — 2:20-3:6

THE CENTRAL SECTION — 3:7-16:31
. The First Judge: Othniel — 3:7-11
. The Second Judge: Ehud — 3:12-30
. The Third Judge: Shamgar — 3:31
. The Fourth Judge: Deborah — 4:1-5:31
1. Deborah Presents the Task — 4:1-10
2. Israel’s Victory over Sisera — 4:11-16
3. Jael Murders Sisera — 4:17-24
4. The Song of Deborah — 5:1-31
a. Introduction — 5:1
b. The Need for Deliverance — 5:2-11a
c. The Call to Arms — 5:11b-18
d. The Battle — 5:19-22
e. The Humiliation of Sisera — 5:23-31
E. The Fifth Judge: Gideon — 6:1-8:35
1. Midianite Oppression of Israel — 6:1-10
2. The Angel of the LORD Appears to Gideon — 6:11-24
3. Gideon Tears Down His Father’s Altar — 6:25-32
4. Israel Battles Midian — 6:33-8:35
a. God Provides Assurance through Signs — 6:33-40
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b. Gideon Reduces His Army — 7:1-8a
c. Israel Defeats Midian — 7:8b-25
d. Conflict with Ephraim — 8:1-3
e. Demise of the Midianite Kings — 8:4-21
f. Gideon’s Apostasy — 8:22-27
g. The Death of Gideon — 8:28-35
F. The Usurper: Abimelech — 9:1-57
1. Abimelech’s Conspiracy — 9:1-6
2. Jotham’s Fable — 9:7-21
3. Conflict with Shechem — 9:22-57
. The Sixth and Seventh Judges: Tola and Jair — 10:1-5
. The Eighth Judge: Jephthah — 10:6-12:7
1. Oppression of the Ammonites — 10:6-17
2. Jephthah’s Agreement with Gilead — 11:1-11
3. Jephthah Attempts Diplomacy — 11:12-28
4. Israel Defeats Ammon — 11:29-33
5. Jephthah Sacrifices His Daughter — 11:34-40
6. Conflict with Ephraim — 12:1-7
I. The Ninth Judge: Ibzan — 12:8-10
J- The Tenth Judge: Elon — 12:11-12
K. The Eleventh Judge: Abdon — 12:13-15
L. The Twelfth Judge: Samson — 13:1-16:31
1. Samson’s Birth Promised — 13:1-25
2. Samson’s Marriage — 14:1-19
3. Samson’s Vengeance on the Philistines — 15:1-20
4. Samson and Delilah — 16:1-22
5. The Death of Samson — 16:23-31

IV. THE CONCLUSION — 17:1-21:25
A. Micah’s Apostasy — 17:1-13
B. The Danite Migration — 18:1-31
C. The Sin of Gibeah — 19:1-30
D. The Destruction of Gibeah and Benjamin — 20:1-48
E. Provision for the Lost Tribe — 21:1-25
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