OUTLINE

I. THE PREDIALOGUE — 1:1-3:26
A. Prologue — 1:1-2:13
1. Job and His Family — 1:1-5
2. The First Heavenly Assembly — 1:6-12
Excursus: The Satan of Job

3. Job’s First Trial — 1:13-22

4. The Second Heavenly Assembly — 2:1-6

5. Job’s Second Trial — 2:7-10

6. The Arrival of the Three Friends — 2:11-13
B. Job’s Opening Soliloquy — 3:1-26

1. Introductory Word — 3:1-2

2. Job’s Curse — 3:3-10

3. Job’s Lament — 3:11-26

II. DIALOGUE BETWEEN JOB AND HIS FRIENDS —
4:1-26:14
A. The First Cycle of Speeches — 4:1-14:22
1. The First Speech of Eliphaz— 4:1-5:27
a. Eliphaz’s Initial Response to Job — 4:1-6
b. Eliphaz’s Doctrine of Retribution — 4:7-11
c. Eliphaz’s Vision Report — 4:12-21
d. No Mediator for Mortal Men — 5:1-7
e. Eliphaz’s Advice to Job — 5:8-16
f. Eliphaz Offers Hope to Job — 5:17-27
2. Job’s Reply to Eliphaz — 6:1-7:21
a. Job’s Explanation of His Desperate Plight — 6:1-7
b. Job’s Only “Hope” — 6:8-13
c. Job’s Condemnation of His Friends — 6:14-30
d. Job’s Complaint to God — 7:1-21
(1) Human Life Is Hard Service — 7:1-8
(2) Human Life Is Fleeting — 7:9-16
(3) The God Who Mocks Humans Is to Be Mocked
—7:1721
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3. Bildad’s First Speech — 8:1-22

a. God Is Always Just — 8:1-7
b. Proofs of God’s Justice — 8:8-19
c. Application of the Principle — 8:20-22

4. Job’s Reply to Bildad — 9:1-10:22

a. The Prospect of Taking God to Court — 9:1-4

b. God, the Formidable Opponent — 9:5-13

c. The Difficulties of Winning a Dispute against God —
9:14-20

d. Job’s Charge against God — 9:21-24

e. Job’s Lament before God — 9:25-31

f. Job’s Desire for an Arbiter — 9:32-35

g. Job’s Charge against God — 10:1-17

h. Job’s Final Lament and Plea — 10:18-22

. Zophar’s First Speech — 11:1-20

a. Zophar’s Indictment of Job — 11:1-6
b. The Unfathomable Wisdom of God — 11:7-12
c. A Call to Repentance — 11:13-20

6. Job’s Reply to Zophar — 12:1-13:19

a. Job’s Rebuttal of the Friends’ Claim to Superior
Wisdom — 12:1-12

b. A Hymn of “Praise” to God’s Power — 12:13-25

c. Job’s Indictment of the Friends — 13:1-12

d. Job’s Determination to Press His Case with God —
13:13-19

7. Job’s Complaint against God — 13:20-14:22

a. The Opening of Job’s Case against God — 13:20-28
b. God’s Mistreatment of Mortal Humans — 14:1-6

c. Job’s Acknowledgment of Death’s Finality — 14:7-12
d. Job’s Hope for Life after Death — 14:13-17

e. Human Hope Is Crushed by God — 14:18-22

B. The Second Cycle of Speeches — 15:1-21:34

1. Eliphaz’s Second Speech — 15:1-35

a. A Refutation of Job’s Claim of Wisdom — 15:1-16
b. A Treatise on the Fate of the Wicked — 15:7-35

2. Job’s Reply to Eliphaz — 16:1-17:16

a. Job’s Rebuke of His Comforters — 16:1-5

b. Job’s Complaint against God — 16:6-17

c. Job’s Appeal to a Heavenly Witness — 16:18-22

d. Job’s Complaint against His Accusers — 17:1-10

e. Job’s Loss of Hope in the Face of Death — 17:11-16
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3. Bildad’s Second Speech — 18:1-21
a. Bildad’s Criticism of Job — 18:1-4
b. The Fate of the Wicked — 18:5-21
4. Job’s Reply to Bildad— 19:1-29
a. Job’s Condemnation of the Friends — 19:1-6
b. Job’s Complaint against God — 19:7-20
c. Job’s Hope for a Redeemer — 19:21-29
5. Zophar’s Second Speech — 20:1-29
a. Zophar’s Personal Attack of Job — 20:1-3
b. Zophar’s Discourse on the Fate of the Wicked —
20:4-29
6. Job’s Reply to Zophar— 21:1-34
a. Job’s Appeal for a Sympathetic Hearing — 21:1-6
b. Job’s Refutation of the Doctrine of Retributive
Justice — 21:7-34
(1) Why Do the Wicked Live Long, Prosperous
Lives? — 21:7-16
(2) Where Is the Proof That God Causes the Wicked
to Suffer? — 21:17-34
C. The Third Cycle of Speeches — 22:1-26:14
1. Eliphaz’s Third Speech — 22:1-30
a. The Charge of Sins against the Poor — 22:1-11
b. The Charge of Siding with the Wicked — 22:12-20
c. A Call to Repentance — 22:21-30
2. Job’s Third Response to Eliphaz — 23:1-24:25
a. Job’s Desire to Face God in Court — 23:1-7
b. Job’s Frustration with His Heavenly Judge — 23:8-17
c. The Miscarriage of God’s Justice on Earth — 24:1-17
d. A Reaffirmation of the Certain Fate of the Wicked —
24:18-25
3. Bildad’s Third Speech (The Greatness of God and the
Insignificance of Mortals) — 25:1-6
4. Job’s Reply to Bildad — 26:1-14
a. Job’s Rebuke of Bildad — 26:1-4
b. Job’s Affirmation of God’s Great Power — 26:5-14
III. POSTDIALOGUE — 27:1-42:17
A. Job’s Final Defense — 27:1-31:40
1. The First Discourse: Job Silences the Friends —
27:1-28:28
a. Job’s Final Words to the Friends — 27:1-23
(1) Job’s Avowal of Innocence — 27:1-6
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(2) Job’s Curses upon His Enemies — 27:7-10
(3) Job’s Intention to Teach the Friends — 27:11-12
(4) The Fate of the Wicked — 27:13-23
b. Wisdom Hymn — 28:1-28
(1) Wisdom Cannot Be Mined — 28:1-11
(2) Wisdom Cannot Be Bought — 28:12-19
(3) God Alone Knows the Way to Wisdom — 18:20-
28

2. The Second Discourse: Job Demands Vindication from

God — 29:1-31:40

a. The Job Once Blessed by God — 29:1-6

b. The Job Once Honored as Savior of the Oppressed
— 29:7-25

c. Job’s Lament of His Present Condition — 30:1-31
(1) The Humiliation of Job by His Enemies — 30:1-15
(2) God’” Mistreatment of Job — 30:16-31

d. Job’s Oath of Innocence — 31:1-40

(1) The Sin of Lust — 31:14

(2) The Sin of Falsehood — 31:5-6

(3) The Sin of Covetousness — 31:7-8

(4) The Sin of Adultery — 31:9-12

(5) Mistreatment of Servants — 31:13-15

(6) Lack of Concern for the Poor — 31:16-23

(7) Trust in Wealth and Idolatry — 31:24-28

(8) Vindictiveness and Inhospitality — 31:29-32

(9) A Summary Claim of Innocence from Secret Sins
— 31:33-34

(10) Closing Plea and Challenge to God — 31:35-37

(11) A Final Oath — 31:38-40

B. The Speeches of Elihu — 32:1-37:24

1.
2.
3.

Introduction to the Elihu Speeches — 32:1-5

Elihu’s Defense of His Right to Speak — 32:6-22

Elihu’s First Disputation: God Uses Suffering to Save

Humans from Destruction — 33:1-33

a. Elihu’s Summons to Job — 33:1-7

b. Elihu’s Rebuttal of Job’s Charges against God —
33:8-33

. Elihu’s Second Disputation: God Is Just — 34:1-37

a. Elihu’s Summons for All to Listen — 34:1-4
b. Elihu’s Disputation — 34:5-33
c. Elihu’s Judgment against Job — 34:34-37
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5. Elihu’s Third Speech: God Is Not Answerable to Man
— 35:1-16
a. God Is Not Obligated by Human Behavior — 35:1-8
b. God Is Not Required to Answer Human Calls for
Justice — 35:9-16
6. Elihu’s Fourth Speech: The Justice and Sovereignty of
God — 36:1-37:24
a. Introduction — 36:1-4
b. Elihu’s Defense of God’s Justice — 36:5-7
c. God Disciplines the Righteous through Suffering —
36:8-15
d. Elihu’s Admonition to Job — 36:16-21
e. Elihu Extols the Greatness of God — 36:22-26
f. The Mysterious and Benevolent God of the Storm —
36:27-37:13
g. Elihu’s Closing Challenge to Job — 37:14-24
C. The Yahweh Speeches and Job’s Responses — 38:1-42:6
1. Yahweh’s First Speech — 38:1-40:2
a. Introduction and Yahweh’s Challenge of Job — 38:1-3
b. Questions about the Inanimate World — 38:4-38
(1) The Foundations of the Earth — 38:4-7
(2) The Boundaries of the Sea — 38:8-11
(8) The Dawning of the Day — 38:12-15
(4) The Extremities of the World — 38:16-21
(5) The Mysteries of the Sky — 38:22-33
(6) Control of the Clouds — 38:34-38
c. Questions about the Animate World — 38:39-39:30
(1) The Lion and the Raven — 38:39-41
(2) The Mountain Goat, Hind, Wild Donkey, and
Wild Ox — 39:1-12
(3) The Ostrich, Horse, and Birds of Prey — 39:13-30
d. Yahweh’s Closing Challenge — 40:1-2
2. Job’s Reply — 40:3-5
3. Yahweh’s Second Speech — 40:6-41:34
Excursus: The Identities of Behemoth and Leviathan and the Purpose
of Yahweh’s Depiction of Them

a. Questions about Job’s Power to Govern — 40:6-14

b. God’s Power over Behemoth — 40:15-24

c. A Challenge to Subdue Leviathan — 41:1-11

d. A Portrait of the Formidable Leviathan — 41:12-
34[4-26]
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4. Job’s Reply to Yahweh— 42:1-6

D. Yahweh’s Verdict and the Restoration of Job — 42:7-17
1. Yahweh’s Verdict — 42:7-9
2. The Restoration of Job — 42:10-17
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