
FOREWORD

Since the past few decades have seen an explosion in the
number of books, articles, and commentaries on First Corinthians,
a brief word to the readers might help them know what to expect
or not to expect from this commentary. This commentary is
intended for use by studious lay people, Bible teachers, and semi-
nary students. Most scholars and specialists in the area of New
Testament will probably find this commentary’s treatment of
1 Corinthians and its problems too elementary. Because of the
intended audience for this work and the constraints of length, the
user should be aware of certain acknowledged limitations. There
are at least four of these:

1. This commentary does not pretend to look at every problem,
real or imaginary, which has caught the eye of previous scholarship.

2. The commentary does not attempt to cite continuously the
interpretations of leading Christian thinkers as they have written
on this Pauline letter.

3. Interpretations are given on individual passages without
always citing the full evidence and without working through the
attendant arguments, either for or against particular views.

4. Only a moderate number of footnotes have been used. In
addition, the vast majority of the secondary literature cited will be
English language and will, when possible, be in book form. The
nonspecialist for whom this commentary is intended has little inter-
est in or access to technical materials, journal literature, or foreign
language materials.

Those who wish to study this letter of Paul in more detail
should look to some of the more technical commentaries (e.g.,
Gordon Fee, The First Epistle to the Corinthians).

I owe a special word of thanks to two individuals. My friend Gail
Brady graciously typed the entire manuscript of this commentary
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for me. My friend and colleague Prof. Allen Black read the entire
manuscript for me and saved me and my readers from more than
one instance of an inappropriate choice of words as well as an occa-
sional overstatement.

I dedicate this volume to my parents who shared with me over
the years their own faith, hope, and love.
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