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Preparing to Listen: A Painted Heartbeat (Luke 15:11-32) 15
A painting by Rembrandt of a moment in the Prodigal Son story intro-
duces the concept of the heart of God. This chapter explores what we
hope to learn about God and how we plan to do it.

Guidance: Directing Each Step (Genesis 50:15-21) 35
The book of Genesis is all about God and reveals a divine being God
who is in charge of the world even when He does not seem to be present.
One of the most remarkable statements about God in the entire book
comes in the last few lines of the Bible’s opening book.

Loyalty: God's Heart for Change (Genesis 6-9) 53
The story of Noah’s Flood is not as much about water as it is about God's
heart in relationship to the human heart. This old story tells us what is
going on inside God's heart in the midst of human sin.

Immanuel: God on Our Side of the Street (Isaiah 7) 71
God's might and holiness make Him seem distant. Five single-syllable
words found from the beginning to the end of the Bible reveal God's heart
to be with us.

Mission: God in Our Neighborhood (Isaiah 40) 89
When God comes to earth, He comes on a mission. From the OT to the
NT the mission is always the same and culminates when Jesus moves into
our neighborhood.

Blessing: God Doing People a World of Good
(Genesis 12:1-3) 111
One word, blessing, often not fully understood, reveals the core of God’s
heart for humanity. The bottom line: it is good news.

Jealousy: There Can Only Be One (John 14) 135
In a world that values choice, God makes an exclusive offer. The offer
comes signed by God Himself, using one of His most unusual names. It's
signed “Jealous.”



Preview of Chapters 8-10 159

8 God’s Self Introduction: Up Close and Personal (Exodus 34:5-7) 163
God introduces Himself to Moses in one of the longest and most profound
descriptions of God in the entire Bible. Here is where we find His heart.

9 God’s Self-Introduction: The Divine Response—Faithful to
the Unfaithful (Exodus 32-34) 179
God'’s words of self-description come in a situation most people face. God
responds to the golden calf by making Himself accessible, affirming his
mercy and explaining the divine mix of punishment and forgiveness.

10 God's Self-Introduction: Always Appropriate (Exodus 34:5-7) 197
God’s self-introduction in Exodus 34:5-7 is often quoted in the OT and
provides the vocabulary by which much of the Bible speaks about God.
Believers of all ages in a wide variety of circumstances find Him to be
always appropriate.

11 Brokenness: The God Who Cares (Psalm 34) 221
God hears the cry of the brokenhearted. He always has. He always will.
12 Delight: What Makes God Smile (Jeremiah 9) 241

While most people focus on one set of self-centered goals, God delights in
another set. His heart is filled with the delight of steadfast love, justice,
and righteousness.

13 Righteousness and Justice: What Makes God Act (Isaiah 1) 259
Even today the word “Sodom” connotes something bad. In Scripture the
word “Sodom” moved God to action. He works in many continuous ways
to ensure that the world lives in a fair relationship.

14 Violence: God and the Sword (7 Samuel 15) 277
God’s violent acts of punishment puzzle many people, but upon closer
investigation these acts arise out of God's character, and in the end assure
us of the patience, justice, and love of God.

15 Care for the Fatherless: Running Home to God (Psalm 68) 297
God as Father takes on deeper meaning when one of His special roles as
Father is probed. In seeing God as Father, all the elements of the divine
heartbeat come into clear focus.
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WHAT’S NEXT?

Give your feedback to the thoughts in this book and read the reactions
of others at www.haroldshank.com.



